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Honorable gentleman,

It was a pleasure to participate at the yesterday meeting where we could learn about the development of various thoughts and future activities of importance for the Roma minority. We are especially pleased that the representatives of various ministries attended this meeting, since each of them has some jurisdiction over the issues that concern and affect the Roma. We are a bit less thriled with the fact that thou the meeting was attended by a significant number of Roma representatives, they could not voice their opinnion. Thus we are regressing into the known and established modes of operation, where everybody decides about the fate of the Roma, except the Roma themselves. Therefore, in accord with this positive atmosphere, I wish to address several isssues,
1. Financing cryteria regarding the funding for the Roma from various sources of financing
For the Roma, it is absolutely unacceptable that the funding mentioned in millions of Euros which come from international foundations are being processed in ways that exclusively serve the local institutions, without even asking the Roma for their opinnion or even approval. Out of experience, we know that if the decision making is left to the local and municipal levels, thus they decide what is good for the Roma, not even 10% of the projected funds will ever reach the Roma. We live in the age of endless communications and the Internet, and if nothing else, the Republic of Croatia has nominaly opted for the development of a democratic and civil society. In the case that the previous ways of handling the Roma are re-introduced, meaning;

· Cryteria set by various local ministeries are such that no Roma project qualifies, then these are the rules of racial discimination. It suffices to mention that a few years ago we had a co-finanincing of the education of young Roma of both genders, based upon the European ECDL program (www.ecdl.com) organized by the Roma Association Zagreb and Zagreb county. This very successful activity got established through the help of the UK, Swiss, German and Norwegian embassies in Zagreb, Only after the activity became a success, did the Ministry of science, education and sports project its support for this activity. The results were achieved, we managed to train and provide with educational certificates and skills more than 150 young Roma of both genders. However, later this program did not receive any further support by the Ministry of science, education,and sports – we consider this to be a clear case of racial discrimination which is easily hidden behind some cryteria. Meaning, the funding comes to Croatia, from international sources and aimed at the Roma minority, but, the Roma are again being manipulated. Meaning, the Roma may receive a miniature % of these grants, and the rest will be spent by the buerocracy. We cannot agree with this and thus, we will not support such an approach.
The local institutions are of course free to do whatever they want, and we have no other choice but to voice our opinnion at the international levels. The manipulation of Roma is a known fact and it does not suffice to show some cosmetic changes, such as Roma representation in the Parliament. What is required is to bring the cryteria for financing of roma projects to normal, applicable and reasonable levels – or otherwise thiss funding should be returned to the international fundations since the funds do not reach those for whom they are meant.

2. Annual reporting of the Roma Non-Governmental-Organisations

It is absolutely necessary that all Roma NGOs comply with the rules. Submisssion of annual reports of NGO activity is an absolute necessity. The number of Roma NGOs has increased in the past years, and part of these NGOs serve no other purpose but the personal interests of their founders. This creates additional problems for the institutions that are tasked with the distribution of funding. There were sufficient cases where the institutions simply spread out the funding on all NGOs, which would lead to lack of funding for those who actually have results, and would reward the do nothings. We absolutely agree that the NGOs have to submit annual reports of their activities, and one should think about sanctioning those who do not do this (reporting).
3. The question of scholarships for Roma pupils in conflict with the meaning of social aid

If we understood some of the porposals and views regarding the scholarship of Roma pupils and social aid correctly, then we have to object these. If the thought is that the scholarship for Roma pupils should be deducted from social aid that goes to the Roma families, then these very families are left without any meaningfull survival means. It is not possible to use buerocratic procedures in the order to ignorre the actual situation. Abject poverty is continiously ignored and modes of procedures are constanlty found that would re-distribute the funding in ways to achieve statistical success, all at the expense of the Roma. If the ideation is that the roma children are provided with scholarships which is deducted from the social aid for the Roma families, then this is not scholarship. It is our opinnion that if this is really the way of thinking, there shall be no positive results out of it.
4. The question of evaluating the social and financial state of affairs of Roma families

We also noticed that there are thoughts that every Roma family which owns a TV set, a modern flat screen TV set – which is the actual technology, Cathode Ray tube TVs are no longer manufactured, should have their social aid lowered or cancelled. In europe of the 21st century, owning a TV set is not a luxury it is part of the basic household appliances, since without a TV the Roma could not follow the absolutely enlightening lectures nor could they follow up with the flow of information which are aired to them via the TV by their democratically elected representatives. We consider this to be another excuse in the order to disqualify Roma families from receiving social aid. We propose that the thinking should be oriented at our neigbors, meaning the EU countries, and then it will be noted that owning a TV set, connection to the lectrical power grid, washing machine, iron bord and basic furniture are not reasons based upon which one would disqualify someone from receiving social aid.
5. The question of the central Roma cultural center in the capitol

This is an especially funny topic, since we discuss about it since 1995. let us remember, in 1995 it was the Roma Association Zagreb and Zagreb county that has launched the conceptual idea that the Capitol Zagreb receives a central Roma cultural center and the counties would receive a Roma cultural club. We had an immense number of talks and negotiations based upon this topic. We achieved nothing. Except that various individuals who emmigrate to Croatia and claim to be Roma, use this topic as a platform for own agendas. In applicable terms, the negotiations, talks and discussions on all levels regarding this particular topic show that the local powers that be have no interest to help the Roma in buidling a central cultural center for Roma in Zagreb.
6. The question of Roma employment
This is also already a traditional topic. We repeat, seasonal employment of Roma, mostly during summer months, is not employment and it exclusively serves the purpose of creating statistical success stories which in reality have nothing to do with employment. Employment understands regular incomes. Our question is as follows – in the past 5 years we have suiccessfuly trained in the Zagreb area, more than 150 young Roma of both genders, who have successfuly mastered the European educational process ECDL (www.ecdl.com) in computer literacy and office work. These new skills have also been introduced in their qualifications. The question is, why do these young people find no work and receive no help in employment. The second question is, why do companies that are state owned, meaning, they are run by the government, why do such companies do not open their doors for at least a small number of Roma of both genders?
Finally, all these raised questions can be summarized to the most basic of questions;

7. Transparent spending of funds meant for the Roma minority that are projected from international fondations and the international community

 With full respect and understanding of the needs of administrative processes, it will be very hard to agree with a process in which non-Roma or „politicaly suitable Roma“ provide blessings for the expenditure of funds aimed for the Roma minority. We are all well aware that the local community is not on our side thus there are always some new cryteria that are used to refure aid to the Roma, it est, someone who has no knowledge about the Roma issues is forcing upon the Roma some solutions that are not doable. Cumulatively, if the intent is that the funds projected for the needs of the Roma are spent on the local buerocracy, the same buerocracy will not be able to silence the Roma which will ask about „what has happened with these funds designated for the Roma and arrived in some meaningful ammounts“. The local buerocracy will have to resort to some dictatorial measures and practices in the order to force the Roma to maintain to be an alibi based upon which funds can be spent but not on the Roma, whereby statistical manipulations and plays will hide the fact that these funds have been spent on the domestic buerocracy.
We kindly ask the above stated recipients to review these statements in view of the objective of finding reasonable ways of co-operation and to find meaningful ways that will satisfy all involved parties, meaning the local buerocracy, the local Roma but as well the sources of financing, which are International.
Thank you for your time and attention.
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____________________ 
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