Subject: Call for support

Many readers and people in positions have already read this article…

The horrors to which the Roma were exposed during the Ustasha regime in WW2 can not be forgotten but as it seems, history is repeating itself again. Nobody apologized to the Roma, a people that are exposed to daily hardships, injustice, humiliation and physical liquidations.
We issue this call for support to all Governmental and non-governmental institutions as well international activists, addressing the new law about social care, which provides additional hardships to Roma families, who are loosing their so-forth social rights on a daily basis and which lead to a growth in crime rates.

For the Roma living in the Međimurje county, the prohibition to collect secondary materials (metal waste) is not only an attack on the incomes of Roma families, it is an attack on the basic existence of these people.

While many local administrative units received grants for environmental protection, the Roma were the greatest protectors of the environment since involved in recycling. Instead of rewards, the Roma are nowadays processed at courts accused of illegal recycling.

The Roma community is facing extremely hard times and now that the negotiations with the European Union are finished, the Roma face a real threat how to pay for the tuition of their children, how to pay the utilities and how to feed their families, especially in times where all around Europe there are serious prejudices regarding the employment of young people.

We are afraid that the crime rates will continue to grow partially as a result of the new family laws which provide for the option that Roma children be taken away from their parents in cases the parents cannot fulfill their parental duties.

We plan to organize the biggest Round Table so far. We will invite all governmental and non-governmental organizations as well international organizations to participate. The subject of the round table will be “Combating the poverty of the Roma community”. The objective is to introduce urgent changes to the social care laws, in accord with the European project “Roma Decade 2005 – 2015” as well the national action program for Roma in the Republic of Croatia. We consider that the new law is in direct conflict with both the “Roma Decade 2005-2015” as well the national action program for the Roma in the Republic of Croatia.

We will inform all parties about the date and time of this round table and expect that all invited parties will participate, the greater the number of participant, the greater the message that urgent problems need urgent action.

We thank the editorial of this magazine for publishing this text in full.
Željko Balog

Krovna Zajednica Bajaša Hrvatske (NGO)

19 August 2011

From the “Međimurje” magazine, Čakovec 
(http://www.medjimurje.hr/clanak/2935/2011-07-26/oprijeti-se-filoustaskim-crnokosuljasima) 
The commentary to the article published in the same regional magazine from 12 July 2011, states the following text:

At the local municipal meeting of Kotoriba, the independent council member Mr. Vinko Horvat asked who are the strangers in black shirts who wave black flags and recently came to Kotoriba. “By doing so, and especially by their insignia, these people disturbed most of the locals thus we should not allow the same thing to happen again” were the comments of the independent councilor. Excellent! This is the way to react to the more and more arrogant shows by nazi provocateurs who obviously think that they can act freely in the democratic Croatia of today. 
They are no longer hiding behind other old political heritages but are openly wearing Ustasha insignia. Under the cloak of “youth organization” they recently published a provocative article in the “Međimurje” magazine and ended the article with the traditional Ustasha greeting of “ready for the homeland!”.

The people of Međimurje have in the not so distant past provided their valuable contribution of freeing their homeland from Hungarian occupation. At the same time, the leader of the then Nazi regime, Ante Pavelić, openly nurtured his friendship with the Hungarian leader Miklos Horty and after the later died, he called him “a great friend of the Croatian people” (magazine “Croatia”, Buenos Aires, 13.02.1957).

Fighting this “great friend off the Croatian people” the Croats from Međimurje lost more than a thousand of their sons in combat, prisons and concentration camps. No ustasha units helped them in fighting the enemy, to the contrary the Pavelic Ustasha did all they could to fight the Međimurje partisans. 
Having this on our mind, one has to ask himself the question, what are the motives of the Ustasha inspired right extremists to occasionally gather at various pits and graves in Međimurje. During the 1941-1945 war years, many armies passed through Međimurje, the Germans, Hungarians and the Bulgarians. And each of these armies left graves behind them. It is often forgotten that up till 1948, in secret and during the night individual small Ustasha units tried to infiltrate the country from Austria in their attempt to reach Slavonija, supposedly to raise an insurrection against the newly elected government of the time. Of course, these units were intercepted by the security services which resulted in firefights in which a number of Ustasha lost their lives. There was a lot of talk about these events at that time but the details were not revealed. Perhaps one could still find witnesses of these events.
Thus, we repeat the question – why do individuals and groups dressed in black uniforms and with black flags visit these graves? Are they honoring their fallen role models? Is it not the time to investigate this? The extreme right is becoming more and more arrogant, misusing democratic liberties. As an example, when recently a highly ranked Croatian officer died, the extreme right wore the banner with the slogan “He is with us”. This is how the Ustasha commemorated their fallen members during WW2. Now and again, individuals who are brainwashed and mislead by the past try to personalize the recent war of independence. This will not stand!
Some people say that the activities of the extreme and radical right is the price of our democracy. When thinking of this statement, the memory of the Weimar Republic comes to my mind which allowed Hitler and his group to act openly. Had he not been permitted to act, he would have not been financed and eventually come to power and bring sheer evil to Germany, Europe and the world. If I would be asked for opinion, I would not allow such characters to have their thoughts printed in the press. It is enough of evil for all the generations, the evil brought by the Ustasha to Croatia and Međimurje.

M. Marđetko

